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Pre-historic-1690 Native American occupation of headwaters of San Marcos River.
1691 Domingo Teran de ios Ri'os, first governor of Spanish Texas, establishes El Camino Real route to
Spanish missions in East Texas, crossing San Marcos River in vicinity. Becomes major road from Mexico
to East Texas and Louisiana.
1831/11/18 Juan Martin Veramendi receives 2 league land grant encompassing future mill site. (Juan
Martin Veramendi was the Vice-Governor of Coahuiia and Texas (1831-1832) and Governor (1832-1833)
under Mexican rule. James Bowie of Alamo fame was his son-in-iaw.)
1844 General Edward Burleson purchases a portion of land near the San Marcos River from the
Veramendi family. (Edward Burleson was the Commander and Chief of the Texas volunteer army in
1835 and Vice-President of the Republic of Texas from 1841-1844.)
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Edward Burleson, Vice President of the Republic of Texas.

1848 General Burleson obtains additional land from Thomas Jefferson Chambers. (T.J. Chambers was a
prominent/notorious land speculator, politician, and Major General during the Texas Revolution).
1849 First dam constructed by General Burleson for saw and grist mill. The mill was described years later
by Albert S. McGehee: "The power unit for the mills was built by craftsman Greenberry Ezell and William
Firebaugh. The large, turbine type water wheel was hewn from walnut, the octagon-shaped shaft of

which was 15 Inches in diameter and 18 feet long. This shaft, still basically sound after 80 years, was
dredged from the river in 1928, by the late Rufus Wimberley." The dam was described by C. W.
Wimberley: "This old relic of the past is worth your study - to see big cedar log piling angled across the
river basin, boarded with smaller heart cedar logs fronted by a rock-filled barrier above their height at
the width of a country lane, then sloped to ground level, covered with heavy and light gravels to fill the
holes between these rocks, topped with clay hauled from the clay bluff beside Spring Lake to seal the
top and slope of the structure. And then cottonwood trees were planted along its crest with a growing
root system to reinforce the old structure so that it could withstand the torrents of the floodwaters to
come."
1851/12/26 General Burleson dies. Probate records mention "mill tract" including saw mill, grist mill,
cotton gin, a press, and other equipment together with 40 acres of land.
1855 Fielding L. Rector acquires mill for $5,100.
1872 San Marcos Electric Light and Power Company obtains a right-of-way. (Note: This date may be in
error or may refer to an earlier entity as the "San Marcos Electric Light and Power Company" was not
legally organized until 1889.)
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IBll Samuel L. Pegues acquires an interest in the mill tract. (Samuel Pegues was a San Marcos
businessman. "Peques" Street, located a sort distance west of the mill tract, is believed to be a
misspelling of the name.)
1883 Tom Cude buys mill tract and opens first ice house producing one ton of ice per day in twenty-five
pound blocks.
1883 % million gallon per day 9"xl0 34" Worthington duplex pump purchased from manufacturer.

Worthington duplex pump believed to be similar to unit installed on site. — From Modern Steam Engines (1886).

1884 ABT San Marcos Water Works obtains a charter.

Spillway at eastern end of dam, 1880s.

1884 Tom Cude builds a bath house at the mill tract so that women can privately bathe in the river and
rents rowboats on Spring Lake. Recreation facility is reportedly advertised across US and in Canada and
Mexico.
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1885 Sanborn fire Insurance Company map of mill. It is unclear If the cotton gin shown as "to be built" was ever constructed as
it does not appear in subsequent maps or photos. Note that structures are wood with the exception of the brick boiler supports.

Contemporary illustration of a Carre Patent Ice Plant, as mentioned on 1885 Sanborn Fire Insurance Company Map of mill.
These ice plants were being established in the 1880s in cities along the railroads of Texas at locations that had reliable, goodquality water sources to provide icefor insulated rail cars. An ice plant allowed farmers to utilize railroads to sell their products
to wider markets.

1888 San Marcos Water Works acquires mill tract including the ice house.
1889 Tom Cude contracts with John Cook to provide a water wheel for the mill tract for electric power
plant.
1889 San Marcos Electric Light and Power Company legally organized by John Cook, J.S. Green and L.W.
Cook with capital stock of $10,000.
1889-6 Water-powered electric light plant installed by Ed J.L. Green and associates. (Ed J. L. Green Road,
located immediately west of the mill site, still carries his name.)

Contemporary artwork showing mill and dam (artwork reproduced in 1927 Pedagogj. Note signage on building reading "San
Marcos Mill and Power Co."and "Ice Factory". Also note iron smokestack.

Mill seen from Chautauqua Hill, photofrom 1891 US Fisheries Commission report.

Enlargement of the above photo showing mill at center with dam arcing across river to its left and eastern spillway facing
camera. Note additional structures on mill tract to the left of the main mill building..

Cross-section of Gordon & Maxwell duplex pump believed to be similar to 10"xl2°1 Million gallon per day (500 gallon per
minute) unit mentioned in 1891 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map - From Modern Steam Enaines (1886).

1894 R.M. Pettitt take over operations of the ice house and installs new machinery from the Hercules Ice
Machine Company of Aurora, Illinois. '

Idealized section of "A Modern Ice Plant"from Illustrated Circular of the Hercules Ice Making and Refrigeration Machinery
(1891). This illustration, while not a direct match to the Ice plant at the mill site. Is useful for the Identification of features seen
in historic photographs.

